too                MARY STUART.           ACT m.

Mary Stuart. Yet have I heard it otherwise affirmed
And read in books, set forth in print as much.

Burghhy. They that so write say too the queen

hath here
Made forfeit of her royal dignity.

Walsinglwm. Here I call God to record on my part
That personally or as a private man
I have done nought misbeseeming honesty,
Nor as I bear a public person's place
Done aught thereof unworthy.   I confess
That, being right careful of the queen's estate
And safety of this realm, I have curiously
Searched out the practices against it: nay,
Herein had Ballard offered me his help,
I durst not have denied him ; yea, I would
Have recompensed the pains he had taken.   Say
I have practised aught with him, why did he not,
To save his life, reveal it ?

Mary Stuart.                  Pray you, sir,

Take no displeasure at me : truth it is
Report has found me of your dealings, blown
From lip to ear abroad, wherein myself
I put no credit: and could but desire
Yourself would all as little make account
Of slanders flung on me.   Spies, sure, are men
Of doubtful credit, which dissemble things
Far other than they speak.   Do not believe
That I gave ever or could give consent
Once to the queen's destruction : I would never,
These tears are bitter witness, never would